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Newly-Released Numbers Show Strong, Positive Clean Energy Presence
Throughout North Carolina
Counties across the State Reap the Benefit of Major Renewable Energy Investments
RALEIGH – Newly released estimates from RTI International’s analysis of clean energy investment in North
Carolina show that North Carolina’s clean energy policies have contributed to substantial county-level investments
in renewable energy projects. Overall, 22 North Carolina counties saw greater than $10 million in direct spending in
clean energy development from 2007 – 2012 representing a cumulative investment of over $785 million.
“The data clearly shows that North Carolina’s clean energy policies are providing an economic boost in counties all
around the state,” said Lowell Sachs, Director of Communications for the NC Sustainable Energy Association. “In
addition to creating paths for future business development, these clean energy investments bring badly needed
revenue that can support core functions of these communities like roads, schools, fire departments and police.”
The data comes from a report originally released in February 2013 by RTI International and La Capra Associates,
Inc. The new county-level review reveals that rural and suburban areas in counties such as Davidson, Person,
Cabarrus, and Robeson were among the biggest winners in the race to stake a claim to leadership on clean energy
with the associated job and investment benefits that come with it. In its findings, the report pointed to a positive
relationship between clean energy businesses and local economic developers, noting that jobs were often created in
rural counties that had previously been struggling with dwindling employment numbers.
Over $1 billion in total renewable energy investments flowed into North Carolina counties over the past six years
with 88% of those investments coming in the form of projects valued at $1 million or greater. Looking across the
state, the RTI – La Capra study also found that North Carolina’s clean energy investments have been responsible for
over $1.7 billion in gross state product since 2007.
A full list of the counties hosting investments in projects valued at over one million dollars as well as a full-size
statewide map of the data accompanies this release. The full report and detailed methodology can be found on the
NC Sustainable Energy Association site.
About the NC Sustainable Energy Association:
Founded in 1978, the NC Sustainable Energy Association (NCSEA) is a 501(c)3 non-profit membership
organization of individuals, businesses, government and non-profits working to ensure a sustainable future by
promoting renewable energy and energy efficiency in North Carolina through education, public policy and
economic development. NCSEA has been the “go-to” leader in shaping North Carolina's commitment to renewable
energy, energy efficiency, high performance building, smart grid and electric vehicle jobs and economic
opportunities in communities all across our state. Learn more at www.energync.org
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North Carolina Direct Investments In Renewable Energy Projects Valued at Over $1M Each
by County
Rank

County Name

Total Direct Investment in Projects Valued at >$1M

1

Davidson

$130,334,643

2

Robeson

$125,287,008

3

Person

$109,650,135

4

Beaufort

$49,888,738

5

Cabarrus

$49,016,456

6

Wake

$36,671,619

7

Catawba

$25,544,106

8

Cleveland

$24,832,297

9

Duplin

$24,419,443

10

Mecklenburg

$23,527,437

11

Davie

$19,855,718

12

Surry

$19,602,390

13

Hertford

$18,902,852

14

Chatham

$18,358,865

15

Craven

$17,263,940

16

Sampson

$16,665,533

17

Franklin

$13,968,847

18

Gaston

$13,824,862

19

Guilford

$12,599,616

20

Durham

$12,203,297

21

Granville

$11,973,297

22

Edgecombe

$11,709,197

23

Forsyth

$9,896,248

24

Cherokee

$9,523,135

25

Harnett

$9,166,013

26

Rowan

$9,077,493

27

Watauga

$8,910,434

28

Scotland

$8,751,469

29

Iredell

$8,087,472

30

Wayne

$8,036,925

31

Nash

$6,909,055

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

Alexander
Burke
Haywood
Buncombe
Avery
Henderson
McDowell
Alamance
Johnston
Cumberland
Randolph
New Hanover
Bertie
Rockingham

$6,357,659
$5,618,386
$5,614,198
$5,224,125
$4,761,567
$4,729,977
$4,427,994
$3,303,337
$3,283,437
$2,500,514
$2,067,179
$1,940,514
$1,638,048
$1,005,881
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46

Orange
$1,002,729
Source: Estimates by RTI International, (methodology described in report)
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